othing but fools

d en afterwards neglect

help the poor moth-

pontY

»rw mothers who

ne Age, the Children’s
a dark and terrifying

»

 getting so mean
me often, so [I] got
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. arrested got 30 days am afraid when he comes back )
| W.M.&oum. and do not know [what] to do.'s ack home will heat

~ A Brooklyn, New York, mother detailed the “tortured lives”

&w.ﬂ.wmwn.o_m daughter were forced to endure as the resylt of rmw_.r M:M_wa rM._.
«disordered mentality.” “Shortly after [my daughter] wag o and’s
reaching home from work in the evening, if I happene , upon

child her feeding, he would snatch the bottle from _._Mﬁw. MM %M“m my
.wguo fjthe hell does she think she is, T ought to be ready to serve rw..J.
with supper immediately” although he came home at inde m_.,:m e >:M
whether it was 4 o'clock PM or 4 AM we had to suffer, as we ommsw
now, his thunderous demands. Kissing me 0

the same moment.” '
A 15-year-old girl from Hillsvale, Virginia, beseeched President Roose-
velt, “While every one has gone off and left me this morning 1 will try and
write you a few lines. I can't go to school because 1 have to work 6. hard
Phorie: but still Mother and Dad seem to think T don't do anything, |
have a big brother they send him to school and buy him pretty clothes
while I haven’t hardly any clothes. What I do have are not pretty I other
girls are. Daddy drinks very much & always is cussing me. I wonder why

» loving me, striking me, all in

they can be so mean to me if I'm really their child. T used to play my
m&wnoﬂ every spare minute I had but I didn't play to suit mother and she
made me stop. Mr. Roosevelt I am so very unhappy what can I do that
will make my life happy? I know you haven't time to fool with a little girl
like me, but you was the only one I know to tell my story to. Well I'll stop
for I have to scrub the floors & get dinner before mother gets back.

~ Love, ... P.S. Answer soon as possible. My parents would whip me if they

knew I wrote you. I'll wait for the mail though so pleas ans.”®

Finally, a “step-mother” from Glendale, California asked what she
could do about a father-in-law whom she suspected was sexually abusing

one of her husband’s daughters. “[At bedtime] Grandpa goes in with D.

always, closes the door and actually gets in bed with her and stays until
she is asleep. . . . I no longer believe that he loves D., but I have come to
believe that she is an obsession with him. . . . For instance, he was put-
ting vaseline on her ‘pee-pee’ every night. . . . He fondles her constantly

“and nobody knows what goes on behind those doors, when he takes her

to bed.” "

1 introduce these letters because in a discussion of New Fatherhood it
is possible to lose sight of the fact that fatherhood has both a good side
and a bad. (The same can be said of motherhood.)™* Because the modern-
ization of fatherhood was basically about making men more caring and
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