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cough*' A Bronx, New York, mother confessed, “[TThis _m:mq.a 5 wo?:w
ask charity. My husband has been out of work for wnémg_ :..o,mﬁws.,:a: to
have been living on the charity of neighbors. Thave a :ni-ro_ws wﬁ& .EM
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or have someone help us as we are in terrible need. Zs::m—: we M o
feed a child with no money. Hope to hear soon, my w:.osmmwp ho M“:_o.
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would appreciate it very :En.r if it is in within your power to help me out.

As you know I have two children and am about to become mother to
another one. Therefore if it's possible for you to get a letter of recognition
from some high authority in Washington so that my husband will be able
to get some kind of work. He has tried to work for the last nine months
but it has not been successful to get any work and Besides my children
are not getting the proper care.”*

During the Depression, there were some men who translated unem-
ployment into more contact with children. Most fathers who lost their jobs
during the Depression, or who suffered a loss of income, however, tended
to withdraw, physically and psychologically, from family life.* For house-
holds with infants, a father’s absence could take on special significance,
because of the amount of effort that infant care required (the diapering,
the feeding, the getting up in the middle of the night, etc). Without the
father, there would be one less worker to share the load.

The question is, however, did men during the Machine Age really have
all that much to do with infants? And if they did not, why say their contri-
bution would be missed? The answer, briefly stated, is this: There were
men during the Machine Age who contributed little in the way of in-
fant care, but there were others who were not oblivious to their new-
borns’ needs.

MEN WROTE, TOO

The fact that most of the letters received by the Children’s Bureau were
from women probably explains why scholars generally have applauded the



